100th World Day of Migrants and Refugees
“Migrants and Refugees: Towards a better world”
Migrant and Refugee Week 25-31 August 2014

Prayer for Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World
Heavenly Father,
We recall that your son, Jesus was a refugee in his infancy. We remember that the Holy Family was forced to flee into Egypt.
Loving Father, you understand the pain and anguish of those who are forced to leave their homeland for all sorts of grave reason.
Help us, O Lord, to understand this experience more fully and to respond with gospel fervour to this enormous social issue of our times.
Grant us wisdom, prudence, and a real sense of loving kindness to understand the heartaches of those who find themselves as asylum seekers, migrants and refugees in our wonderful land of Australia.
Mary, Mother of all migrants and refugees, lead us to your Son Jesus, from whom all blessings flow.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer written by Most Rev Christopher Prowse DD STD 
Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn

Prayer Petitions 
The Church is God’s family in the world where no one ought to go without the necessities of life and no one is a stranger.  Motivated by the charity of Christ and His teaching, the Church offers the love of Christ to all forcibly displaced persons, upholding in each one the inalienable dignity of the human person, made in the image of God. The Church’s response to the divine commandment and attention to the spiritual and pastoral needs of migrants and refugees can be attributed to the love and Compassion of Jesus, the Good Samaritan.” 
We Pray: Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world
P. We pray for Pope Francis, our bishops and all in the Church who give voice to the plight of migrants, asylum seekers and all people on the move. May all be sustained by the words of Jesus, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”. 
R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

P. “Let us enable the power of God’s love transform our lives so that we may become agents of God’s mercy and channels through which God can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish” 
R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

P. Let us pray that the power of God’s love will transform our lives by changing any hatred into love, any vengeance into forgiveness, any war into peace and end every act of violence. 
R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

P. May the power of God’s love transform the lives of all those torn by conflict, all those who have been forced to leave their homes and all those who continue to live in fear.
R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

P. May the power of God’s love help us to work for a renewed spirit of Peace in a world wounded by selfishness that threatens human life and family and a selfishness that enslaves many in forced labour and human trafficking. 
 R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

P. May the risen Christ bring comfort to the victims of natural disasters and make us responsible guardians of creation 
R. Christ is our peace and through Him we implore peace for the entire world.  

Christ is our peace, and through him may we help build “one family of brothers and sisters in our diverse societies “acting justly, loving tenderly and walking humbly with God”.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Sr Ann Laidlaw dc.


Sunday Gospel and Homily 
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
This year, we celebrate the 100th World Day of Migrants and Refugees and Pope Francis has named its theme to be “Towards a Better World”.  A better world, he maintains, will come about only if attention is first paid to individuals; if no one is neglected, including the poor, the sick, prisoners, the needy and the stranger; if we can prove capable of leaving behind a throwaway culture and embracing a culture of encounter and acceptance.
These words are particularly challenging to us Australian Catholics as we live in a time where contemporary attitudes towards asylum seekers are often marked by fear, suspicion and vilification. While Australia prides itself on being a diverse, multicultural, inclusive and generous nation, it has increasingly displayed symptoms of what Pope Francis calls a throwaway culture in respect of those who come to seek protection within its shores. These symptoms are attitudes of defensiveness and fear, indifference and marginalisation. They are also shown in punitive and harsh policies and conditions to which people seeking asylum are being subjected. As disciples of Jesus, we are committed to building a better society and a better world by fostering a culture of encounter and acceptance. 
Scriptures for this 22nd Sunday of the year call upon us to embrace a discipleship of commitment and self-sacrifice as opposed to a self-serving and self-preserving mentality. In the first reading, Jeremiah known as ‘the weeping prophet’ because of his lamentations for the sins of Israel reflects on the costs of being God’s faithful mouthpiece. “The word of the Lord has meant for me insult, derision all day long”. Jeremiah had spoken against the movers and shakers who took advantage of the politically unstable and chaotic situation in Israel prior to the Babylonian captivity. He had condemned the corruption, moral decay, idolatry, shifting alliances and opportunism in Israel. As a result, he was attacked by his own brothers, imprisoned by the king, put into the stocks by the temple priests and thrown into a cistern by the court officials. Jeremiah was caught between a compelling word of God and a recalcitrant people who rejected that word. In the end, though, he remained fully committed and faithful to his mission in the face of adversity. He shows us what it means to live by one’s principle, to have moral courage and to walk the long hard road of fidelity.
Such courage and commitment are also demanded of the disciples as evident by the Gospel reading. “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me.” These words of Jesus form the kernel of Christian discipleship. To be his follower is to walk the path of the cross. It is to lose oneself for the sake of the kingdom. It is to commit oneself not to self-preservation but to self-sacrifice for the sake of others. “For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it”. Jesus challenges us as he challenged the apostle Peter to abandon a self-centred way of thinking and living, and to embrace God’s way of self-emptying love. 
A discipleship without the cross is a travesty of the Gospel. We cannot be truly the followers of Jesus without committing ourselves to walk the long and hard road to Calvary.  Christian discipleship consists in imitating “the Son of Man who came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for others”. St Paul in the second reading exhorts us to model ourselves not on the behaviour of the world around us but on Jesus Christ. Christians like Jeremiah are countercultural and prophetic and insofar as we dare to name and to critique the anti-Gospel attitudes of the world around us. More importantly, we seek to reframe the harsh, unjust and inhumane realities that many experience into an alternative vision of hope and promote those values that will lead to the fulfilment of that vision.  We show the way to a culture of encounter and acceptance by a radical discipleship of love and compassion, solidarity and service. We accompany the victims of injustice in the journey to freedom with a sense of total commitment and fidelity, even when the fight in favour of God’s justice for them necessitates a witness of our suffering and death.
Dear friends,
Ever since Pope Francis unexpectedly came onto the scene, he has challenged us to reclaim the spirit of the Gospel.  For him, it has little to do with security, comfort, complacency and mediocrity. A self-serving and self-preserving mentality goes against the very nature of what it means to be a Christian and Church. In his new apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, he says for example: "I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security". Earlier in Lampedusa, he appealed to Christians for a sense of responsibility in the face of a globalised indifference towards the strangers in our midst. Just as the Samaritan goes out of his way to become a neighbour to the wounded, we are called to be a Church that moves outside of itself and towards those on the periphery. 
Christianity is not a religion of fear, non-involvement, indifference, complacency and mediocrity. Rather, it is radically incarnational, which made possible a triumph of love over hatred, life over death and good over evil. It is Jesus Christ who accomplished that triumph by his life, death and resurrection. It is he who came that others might have life and have it to the full (John 10:10). It is he who showed us the ultimate example of a missionary journey towards the other, a self-emptying process that brought him close to us through the form of a servant (Phil 2:10). Therefore, it is fundamental to Christian discipleship re-enact the missionary journey of Christ and to enable others to have the fullness of life and to share God’s triumph of love. 
As Christians, we cannot remain content with the status quo, especially when the status quo is less than what God wants for us as individuals and as a community. Australia is a wonderful country but where it is in terms of its treatment of asylum seekers should galvanise us into action. We cannot be his disciples if we ignore the plight of the marginalised and the vulnerable. We cannot be salt and leaven if we allow our Christian conscience to be desensitized by the inequality, injustice and inhumanity in our society and in the world.
As a former refugee, I remember with pride the Australia that rose to the challenge in the wake of the fall of Saigon: It accepted an unprecedented number of Asian refugees for the first time in its history –though not without controversies. And it has not done too badly since. On the contrary, Australia changed for the better as it always has with each successive wave of new arrivals. Australia is what it is today because of their love of freedom and fundamental human values. Australia is what it is today because of their determination and drive for a better future. We honour the legacy of this great nation not by excessive protectionism, isolation and defence of our privilege at all costs. Rather, we make it greater by our concern and care for asylum seekers in the spirit of compassion and solidarity that has marked the history of our country from its beginning. 
With the men and women of goodwill, let us build a better Australia and a better world. May our endeavour to replace the culture of fear and indifference with that of encounter and acceptance be brought to fulfilment in accordance with God’s vision of the fullness of life for all humanity.

Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv
Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bulletin Notice 
The 100th World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be celebrated on the 31st August 2014 with the theme Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World. To assist parishes and schools prepare celebrations for Migrant and Refugee Sunday, the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office has prepared a resource kit. The migrant kit contains the message of Pope Francis as well as various articles, prayers, games and activities. The kit is available online to print and download: www.acmro.catholic.org.au


 

